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 As one of the countryõs most established 

sailing clubs and an RYA Club of the Year finalist in 

2009, Hollowell was once more one of five out-

standing  clubs competing for this prestigious 

award. 

 A four-strong team joined representatives 

from the other nominated clubs at the RYA Volvo 

Dinghy Show at Alexandra Palace on 5th March 

where they were honoured among Britainõs top 

sailing clubs of 2011. 

 Commodore Mike Pipes said òIt feels 

absolutely great to be here because it reflects all 

the hard work done by our members é.. a total 

membership effort.ó  

 His comments were echoed by a spokes-

person for the Spinnaker Club who said òThe RYA 

has recognised the huge commitment that volun-

teers makeé.In a way we stand here as just the tip 

of the iceberg of a massive contribution made by 

the members.ó 

 Nigel Hawkins speaking for the eventual 

winners, South Staffs Sailing Club said òWe work a 

lot with local charities, with special schools, with 

children with learning needs and disabilitiesé I 

think you have got to get out there with plenty of 

publicity and open days. Even if youõve got learning 

or physical disabilities, sailing is a great sport to join 

in with.ó 

 In choosing the finalists the selectors 

considered the range and quality of activities pro-

vided; how new members and volunteers were 

attracted; how the local community were engaged 

and what good governance and club management 

underpinned  all of that. 

 Gareth Brookes, RYA Regional Develop-

ment Officer for the Midlands, commented: 

òHollowell is a very well managed club and ex-

tremely open, inviting and friendly. It has a strong 

team of volunteers who put a huge amount of time 

and effort into making the club as fun and safe as 

possible.ó 

 Through RYA OnBoard, the club has 

developed links with many local groups, and 

through its position as a Volvo RYA Champion 

Club, Hollowell has fed talented young sailors like 

Hugh Brayshaw and Arran Holman into the RYAõs 

World Class racing programme.  

 The other finalists were South Stafford-

shire Sailing Club, Stafford (winners); Glossop Sail-

ing Club, Derbyshire; The Sailing and Cruising Asso-

ciation, and Spinnaker Club, Hampshire. 

Rear Commodore Mike Pipes (centre) with Vice Commodore / RYA Principal Clive de la Fuente,(right) 
Sailing Secretary David Holman (left) and  Dinghy Instructor  Natasha de la Fuente  (front)  
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A message from the Commodore 
Russell Brayshaw 

 

 Doing things for the first time is always so thrilling: nerv-

ousness, apprehension, excitement at your first day of school, your 

first kiss, your first sail.  And so it is with my first steps as Commo-

dore.  The excitement lies in what the future holds for Hollowell 

Sailing Club.  

 I have been a member during Larissa and Mikeõs reigns 

and am in great admiration of how far the club has developed un-

der their leadership. We are a very busy club with buildings, facili-

ties and boats that are incomparable with where we were just a 

few years ago.  We are in a great position to move forward with 

what I think is at our core: to share our love of sailing. 

 Mike Pipes has been very clever in his succession manage-

ment and I am delighted that I inherit most of the strong team of 

volunteers who have put in so much over recent years and, of 

course, new blood who bring fresh ideas and energy to their roles. 

Mike did struggle to find a successor for his own position of Com-

modore and it is no wonder. He has put in so much time and work 

in such a modest, self-effacing way. His management of committee 

meetings, personnel and the many projects he led is utterly admira-

ble. And thereby is the problem: how do you match that? 

 In meeting those high standards, I admit defeat straighta-

way.  One of the actions we have taken to ease the way, is to split 

the role of Commodore from that of RYA Training Centre Princi-

pal and I am delighted that Clive de la Fuente has taken up this new 

standalone role. Given how busy we are as a training centre, I think 

the change is very appropriate.  

 I am also delighted that Mike remains as House Manager 

which I thought might be less demanding this year, but it seems 

there are still many projects that he and his team of òwrinkliesó 

have got planned over the coming months. 

 Over recent years, I have visited many sailing clubs and 

chatted with people from many others: I know of no other, all-

volunteer club which is as active as ours with such a breadth of 

activities. I am extremely proud of our club, especially when I hear 

of the great regard in which we are held across the country.   

 Our second runner-up place as RYA Club of the Year is a 

welcome formal acknowledgement; however, those who know my 

competitive nature will not be surprised when I say that being the 

winning  club would have been the right result. 

 We have been blessed with some fantastic weather in the 

early part of this season and as the sun shines on Hollowell, it re-

minds me how lucky we are to be sailing in such a lovely spot.  

Rotate the reservoir round so we point into the prevailing wind 

and clear all those trees from the side and we could have perfec-

tion. 

 Enough of my eulogistic ranting, what of the future? The 

most important item on the general committeeõs agenda at its first 

meeting under the new regime is to set objectives for the coming 

year. It is conducted as a round table forum with each officer con-

tributing. I am pleased to report that there was a common theme: 

participation! We have these wonderful facilities set in a wonderful 

environment, run by a wonderful set of volunteers ð we want to 

share them.  To summarise, apart from the normal (not to be trivi-

alised) stuff we intend to: 

 

¶ Keep our new members by encouraging them out on the 

water more often 

¶ Run the OnBoard scheme and Tuesday taster sessions once 

again 

¶ Provide opportunities for members to refresh their skills 

with the òBack on the Wateró course 

¶ Improve the standard of our racing 

¶ Continue, and even extend, our family-friendly activities 

¶ Encourage young adults into the club 

 

 

Many will be aware of my attempt to row across the English Chan-

nel in March (on a rowing machine in the sports hall at my school) 

meanwhile my form rowed together the equivalent of a marathon, 

42 kilometres, all in aid of the RNLI.  

My 34km took 2 hours and 22 minutes and I am pleased to report 

that, at the time of writing, we have raised over £600 including the 

Gift Aid.  

Many thanks to those who sponsored me.  

 

For those who would like to donate, go to  

 

http://www.justgiving.com/Brayshaw9RBW 

http://www.justgiving.com/Brayshaw9RBW
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A SUMMER OF SAILING     Stewart Elder 

I know this may come as a surprised to you all 

(especially, to those that race with me on Sun-
dayõs) but my offer to lead the British Sailing 
team at the London Olympics next year has  

been rudely ignored.   

This rejection has coincided with 2011 being my 
retirement year and in order to stop the inevi-

table ôWe are sorry, weõve made a mistakeõ type 
letter from the British Olympic Sailing Commit-
tee I have decided to follow the advice of Mark 

Twain éé. 

"Twenty years from now you will be more disap-
pointed by the things you didn't do than by the ones 
you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away 

from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your 

sails. Explore. Dream. Discover."  

He was American ð so we will let him off with 

the odd spelling mistake. The sentiment though 

is a good one. 

 There are two old things in my life ð one is 

Mrs. Elder, the other is my 60 year old GP14 
ôAeolianõ. One will have all my care attention 
the other will be standing on the pier head 
waving a frilly hanky as I disappear over the 

horizon. So it is that I will be throwing off the 
bowlines for a summer of sailing.  It starts off 
with a day sail around the Bass Rock on the 

16th June. A very famous lump of rock sitting 
off North Berwick, hopefully on the day it will 

be the only great lump sitting out there.  

 From there I move up to the Chanonry Point 
on the Moray Firth, a place very famous for its 
dolphin schools, (youõd think that for all the 
years they have been there they would be at 

University by now), this is a practice area for 
taking ôAeolianõ and the SS Barney Creaser 
(God bless him and all who sail with him) the 

length of the Caledonian Canal starting on the 
24th June. Whatõs so special about that? Well, 
Barney and I are going to do it without an en-
gine ð Barney will be rowing and I will have the 

very important job of steering! And we are 

doing it the wrong way (east to west).  It is 60 
miles long and luckily for Barney only 22 miles 
of the 60 mile journey is on a canal.  Instead of 

turning round and coming all the way back we 
hope to sail, with a little bit of a walk, to the 
Glenfinnan Monument. The fact that there is 
also a wee whiskey distillery there is purely 

coincidental.  This should take us about a week 
(A WEEK SAILING ð NOT A WEEK IN THE 

DISTILLERY!)  

We are then being picked up and trailored to 
The Portsoy Boat Festival for the 3rd of July. I 
attended this Festival with my vintage boat two 

years ago and had a great time, 20,000 visitors a 
day come here to and watch sad old men play-
ing with old boats. The setting is a 17th century 
harbour which provides a great backdrop. I 

cannot recommend it highly enough. Despite 
my brother being rude to Princess Anne the last 
time we were there I have been invited back. So 

that takes us up to the beginning of July.  

Monday the 4th is the start of regatta week at 
The Royal Findhorn Yacht Club. The sailing is 

on a tidal sea loch where I have, for the last 10 
years, a great losing tradition to keep up.  Again 
the setting is superb and itõs hard sailing but as 
is usual with these things itõs also a great social 

occasion.  

What next, well at the end of regatta week we 
are moving to the Kyles of Bute or more specif-

ically Tighnabruiach. (Try saying that, when 
youõve had a few whiskies!) Most people will be 
aware of its location better when I say itõs on 
the Firth of Clyde near Largs, then its day cruis-

ing and hopefully a longer sail with a circumnavi-
gation of the Kyles of Bute with another boat 
for company. I have sailed it once before, a few 

years ago and again it has great scenery with 
plenty of wild camping locations on the shore 
(wild camping being legal in Scotland).  The visit 
here coincides with the Tall Ships Race leaving 

Greenock on Monday11th July. So far 35 boats 
are expected to be in the ôsail byõ - 36 if I can 

sneak in.   

From Tighnabruaich we - Mrs E, me and Aeolian 
- are heading down the M6 to have a wee sail 
with the GP14 Cruising Section on Ullswater.  

This is quite an enthusiastic group with exten-
sive ôcharacter buildingõ small-boat, cruising 
experience.  The sail finishes on Monday 25th 
July and I think I might have two weeks holiday 

after that. However, on Saturday 6th August itõs 
into Wales (well they are a strange race, some-
one has to visit them ð no sense of humour, 

you see boyo) again with the GP14 Cruising 
Section. This time itõs a weekõs cruising around 
Milford Haven. Itõs possible there could be 
twenty boats on this tour. I donõt know this 

area at all but from what homework I have 
done so far, I donõt think I will be disappointed. 
We are using Neyland Yacht Club as a base and 

I look forward to telling you more about it once 
I have painted over a few road signs, tamed a 
few locals and got them to speak proper Eng-

lish.  

There is a gap now for three weeks (time for 
another holiday, me thinks,) before I sneak back 
into Wales ð this time to Aberdovey. This is 

with the GP14 Vintage Section ð not to be con-
fused with the GP14 Cruising Section. I attend-
ed this event last year on the 60th anniversary 

of the first launch of the GP14 at Aberdovey ð I 
had never seen so many bailing buckets and 
stirrup pumps in my life! There is a great tidal 
race just off shore which provides an interesting 

sail especially with a leaky, vintage boat. Last 
year Chris Weston crewed for me (come to 
think of it ð he hasnõt been seen since!) and we 

had to avoid a collision with a whaleé. Honest!  

After Aberdovey éé.. ? Well I am going to 

beat up our new Commodore until he lets me 
come on the Southport 24hr race. Iõm sure I 
could be used to draw up the sailing rota for 

the weekend ð or make the tea ð or something. 

If this summer of sailing schedule actually hap-
pens no one will be more surprised than me. 

Meanwhile I have set up a web site at 
www.kenmoreandmore.org.uk should you at 
least be a little bit interested in how many blis-

ters Barney gets. 

By the way, if there are any problems with the 
Hollowell rota while Iõm away feel free to ring 

me ôcause I wonõt be there to answer it, sorry. 

Stewart and Aeolian meet the Tall Ships on the Clyde 
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The sailing programme last year was bigger than ever with many new events 

and races. There were more boats racing, and the standard of racing is im-

proving. 

This year will be even better and we can expect to see more juniors on 

Sunday afternoons as part of their coached race programme. 

 Sprint racing was well supported in 2010 and has helped many to 

improve their start line techniques. In the 2011 calendar we have devoted 

two Sundays (9 races each )and two Saturdays (6 races each) to this activity. 

 This yearõs list of Bronze, Silver and Gold fleets has been pub-

lished. For personal handicap races the PY of the Silver fleet will be in-

creased by 10%, and 15% for Bronze. This will give everyone a chance to 

win. There are personal handicap races organised in April (Easter Egg), May 

(Sail for cancer), and August (Don Howard Trophy),  

 Aficionados of Pursuit Racing will find  five opportunities to in-

dulge themselves in 2011 in addition to the ever popular series of personal 

handicap pursuit races that take place on Thursday evenings. 

 Team racing was not well subscribed  last year but the event will 

be run again this year in June using club Picos and Toppers.  

The 12 hr race went well last year and is being run again at the end of May 

with a few tweaks to improve it.  Just turn up for either of these events and 

you will be slotted into a team and all will be explained. 

 For two years now the Snowflake Series has been troubled by 

extremes of cold weather. The frozen lake didnõt help this year, but we will 

try again next January. 

 In 2010 all the Open Meetings ran smoothly and at the Tera 

Open all our boats were out. In July 2011 we will host the Splash Nationals. 

 In  Inter club competitions  Hollowell sailors won two of the 

three legs of the Tiller, Spar and Broken Dagger Board, but were beaten by 

Pitsford in the Warwick Trophy which will be held at HSC this September. 

Sailing News - notes from the AGM report  
David Holman - Sailing Secretary 

EVENTS / OPEN MEETINGS  

Sat 26th Mar  Sailboard Open 

Sat 16th Apr Topper/Tera Open (no free sailing) 

Sat 21st May Seavets Sailboard (alongside club racing) 

Sat 11th June  Tiller, spar & br. dagger bd. (at Cransley SC) 

Sun 26th June Laser/Solo Open (no free sailing) 

Sat/Sun 2/3rd July Splash Nationals (alongside club racing) 

Sun 10th July Anglian Water Junior Series (no free sailing) 

Mon 29th Aug Junior Regatta & Fun Day 

Sun 4th Sept Warwick Trophy (no free sailing) 

Sun 25th Sept  GP 14/Enterprise Open (no free sailing) 

Sat/Sun 15/16th Oct   Club Championships 

Sun 30th Oct Iced Tankard Hõcap Open (no free sailing) 

 

SPRINT RACING  

Sun 5th June 9 races 

Sat 9th July  6 races 

Sat 24th Sept  6 races 

 

TEAM  RACING  

Sun 29th May  12 hr race ð Noon to Midnight  

Sun 12th June Team racing In club Picos & Toppers  

 

PURSUIT RACES  

Sun 6th Mar Mad March Pursuit 

Sat/Sun 23/24th Apr Rita Richardson Spring Pursuit Trophy 

Mon 2nd May Mayhem Pursuit 

Sun 30th May  Hollowell Rose Bowl 

Sun 31st July RNLI Pennant Pursuit (£1 per race) 

 

PERSONAL HANDICAP RACES  

Mon 25th Apr Easter Egg 

Sun 8th May Sail for Cancer (£1 per race) 

19th May ð 1st Sept Thurs evening pursuit races at 18.30  

  (supper available) 

Sat/Sun 27/28th Aug  Don Howard Trophy 

2011 Racing Highlights  

Crew register attempts to match empty boats to 

potential crews/helms from within the existing membership and potential 

new members.  

If you would like to participate just sign the list on the club house notice-
board 

WANTED Enterprise Fleet captain 
A vacancy exists. 

Dave Holyoak is currently providing temporary liaison and organisation. 

If you think you would be interested, email Dave at ent21997@talktalk.net  

or Tel  01455 283591 to find out what might be involved. 

mailto:ent21997@talktalk.net
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A new event appeared on our calendar last year, 
the 12 hour race, and those who took part hailed it 

as a great success. As a result we are repeating it 

this year at the end of May. 

This is not a highly competitive event like our nor-

mal racing, itõs supposed to be a good fun few 
hours outside of our normal experience at Hollow-

ell.   

 

 

The teams will be a balanced òmix and matchó with ex-

perienced sailors alongside new and inexperienced sail-
ors, children and adults. The biggest adventure of 

course is the couple of hours sailing in the dark. Mean-

while onshore we will have an informal party and barbe-

cue. Most people will camp overnight. 

For new members, itõs a great way to settle into the 
club and get to know people. Itõs also a great family 

event.  Itõs not often we find more than two people sail-

ing for the same side. 

Just turn up, preferably before midday, but anytime will 

do, and you will be slotted into a team. Each team will 

race a club Wayfarer and will typically swap crews after 

1½ - 2 hours.    Russell Brayshaw 

Southport 24 hour race 10th-11th September 2011 

Unlike our own 12 hour race, this event is open to any club and is very competitive.  

Hollowell used to send a team there, but not for some years. I think that we are probably in a position to be able to send a team once again. 

It is sailed on the Marine Lake at Southport in either Larks, GP14s or Enterprises. Our intention would probably be to sail an Enterprise (probably 

mine) given our lack of spinnaker expertise in the club. Weõd need a team of at least 6 sailors. 

Would interested people please contact me so we can begin to put our plans together. 

Russell Brayshaw 

Northampton OffShore Cruising Association 
Hollowell SC has been contacted by Tony Johns (tony@tonyjohns.co.uk) of the Northampton OffShore Cruising Association who would like to 

introduce his club to a wider audience. 

NOSCA was formed in 1987 by a group of evening class students studying navigation. It seeks to foster and promote the sport of offshore cruising, 

and to provide opportunities for social meetings, recreation and training.  

Tony would be pleased to welcome Hollowell sailors to any of his meetings. 

There is a NOSCA website at  http://www.nosca.co.uk/ where you can find out more and view newsletters that outline recent NOSCA activity. 

New PY numbers for 2011 
Enterprise, Fireball, Laser, Laser Radial, Rs 400, Solo,  Supernova, Buzz, Comet, Phantom, Topper, Byte, Laser Vago 

XD and Dart 16 among others. 

Go to  http://www.rya.org.uk/racing/Pages/portsmouthyardstick.aspx for the full details. 

12 Hour Race 

Sunday 29th May 2011 -  Midday to Midnight. 

2010 race photos  - Clive de la Fuente 

mailto:tony@tonyjohns.co.uk
http://www.nosca.co.uk/
http://www.rya.org.uk/racing/Pages/portsmouthyardstick.aspx
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Mark Kay, Chris Gibson, Jon White and Tom Naylor  were 

among 15 board sailors who took to the water on 26th March to 

compete in the first event of the MWA 2011 calendar. 

Duty Officer Larissa Barker set a simple figure of eight course at the 

clubhouse end of the lake with two beats, H-D and B-M. The wind-

ward marks were difficult at times in the light (6-8mph) easterly 

winds, and after lunch the course was made more compact by bring-

ing them further into the lake. 

Six juniors, sailing Bic Technos, all started with the main Raceboard 

fleet (mostly 9.5m2) and used the same course, completing 2 laps 

instead of  3. The two 4.8m2 juniors were restricted to a single trian-

gular lap which interestingly involved rounding M in the opposite 

direction to the other sailors! 

Positions on the start lines were hotly contested with almost every-

one vying to gain a place within a few metres of the pin end. 

Competitors pumped almost all the way around, and although the 

wind strengthened slightly in the afternoon, few were lucky enough 

to get their boards onto the plane for any length of time. 

Among the race boards there was strong competition at the front of 

the fleet between Mark Kay (9.5m2) and Jon White (9.5m2) with only 

Mike Playle (7.5m2) able to separate them in two of the five races. 

In The Techno Fleet, Lewis May (U17 7.8m2) made a clean sweep 

taking five firsts - but the conditions didnõt suit the Bics and we had 

to wait until the stronger gusts of the final race before we could see 

what these boards are capable of in the hands of a light sailor. 

Local club member John Smith saw off any competitor with thoughts 

of dropping behind him and finished the day with a consistent string 

of last places!  

As the fleet lined up for the final race  the current leaders Mark Kay 

and Jon White both had two firsts, a second and a third under their 

belts.  

The start was tense. 

With 20 seconds to go, a fallen competitor was still struggling to get 

clear of the course side of the line.  

As the final seconds ticked away the wind increased into the high 

teens for the first time, and at the gun the boards flew off the line. As 

the leaders approached the first mark, those that tacked off on a 

header lost ground, and Mike Playle was able to lead Mark and Jon 

around the first lap. On the second beat Mikeõs stamina began to fail 

and he had to let Mark go, falling victim himself to a fluky gust. With a 

bit more wind to play with, Mark was able to call on his fitness and 

pumping skills to increase his lead - eventually managing to pump the 

board onto the plane from the rear straps as he flew down the final 

leg to the win the race and the first 2011 MWA series event in style. 

At the prize giving, UKWA chairman Bob Ingram thanked Larissa and 

her officers, the safety boat crews and the catering managers for 

contributing to a successful day of racing. Larissa presented the prizes 

and trophies which included the MWA awards for the 2010 season. 

Top ranking Raceboard sailors compete at Hollowell 

Sailboard Open  

Results: 

Raceboard 

1st Mark Kay  9.5m2 (master) 

2nd Jon White  9.5m2 

3rd Mike Playle 7.5m2 (super vet) 

 

Techno 7.8m2 (u17) Lewis May 

Techno 6..8m2 (u15) Alice Betts 

Techno 4.5m2 (U15)  Alicia Gibson 

Mark Kay (K365) won his first National Championship in 1991.  

In 2002 he became Unlimited World Champion.  

After a five year break he returned to do some testing for Demon 

sails and in 2010 he won the Inland Nationals.  

He starts 2011 holding the National and Inland Series titles and the 

UK North Sea Cup.  

He also holds 10 UKWA National Raceboard Championships and 4 

UKWA Raceboard Unlimited Championships. 

Jon White (K720) returned to racing last year after an 8 year break 
and immediately regained his form finishing 2nd in the UKWA inland 

Series and 4th in the UKWA Cup Series.  

Heõs pushing hard to win the UKWA Inland and Cup series this year  

and is aiming for a top five placing at the Raceboard Worlds in Spain. 

Tom Naylor and Chris Gibson spent most of their summer holi-
days between 1999 and 2006 circumnavigating Europe on their wind-

surfers.  

Departing from Chris's home on Hayling Island, they windsurfed over 
five summer holidays to Africa,  picking up each morning where they 
left off the day before, ôtill the holiday ran out, and then the next 

year continuing again.  

You can read about their adventures at  

http://www.windsurftheworld.org/ 

Mark Kay railing his board at the start of an upwind leg 

Mike Playle (15A) on the final leg 

http://www.windsurftheworld.org/
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START LINE FUN AND GAMES FOR YOUNG TECHNO SAILORS 

On Sunday 27th March a group of  Bic Techno sailors, many of whom 
had been at the Open Meeting on Saturday, attended a regional training 

session at Hollowell SC led by Scottish National Coach Anna Bird. 

 

As the light winds improved a little in the afternoon, the youngsters 

could be seen practising a variety of start line exercises. 

Initially the emphasis was on being on the line, and to achieve this each 
was given a numbered staring position which they had to find and hold 

during the 3 minute start sequence. 

In a more competitive vein, odd numbered sailors were then given the 
task of holding their start line positions whilst preventing even num-

bered sailors from joining them. 

As a final exercise the youngsters practised holding their positions ready 

for a random start any time within the last minute of the count down. 

The Bic Techno is the official RYA board for junior 

and youth windsurfing. 

 

At Hollowell we have two of these boards for hire 

complete with 7.8m and 6.8m rigs. 

Juniors can begin with 3.5m, 4.5m or 5.5m sails. 

 

Go to http://www.techno293.org.uk and look at the  

òOn the wateró pages if you want to find out all 

about Techno sailing, racing, training and equipment. 

Evening sailboard beginners training. 

Wed 1st & 8th June 2011 
More advanced sailors welcome  too - we can buddy 

you up with a novice. 

Please bring a plate of food to share. 

 

Sailboard Courses :   

Contact Paul Mallard    

Tel 01604 495027   

Email: stutteredtightpoint@yahoo.co.uk 

Chris Gibson at the HSC Open , March 2011 

Sailboard photos courtesy of Jon Williams 

http://www.techno293.org.uk
mailto:stutteredtightpoint@yahoo.co.uk



























